
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News 
 

The Friends of Malcolmson Eco-Park have been busy 
planning the 2017 Earth Day event. This year the 
event will be held on Saturday April 22 from 8:00am to 
1:00pm. The event continues to be an annual tradition 
in St. Catharines. Activities include planting, mulching, 
repairing trails and cleaning up garbage. We will also 
be having our Native Plant and Tree Sale to raise 
money for park projects. A second plant sale will be 
held on Saturday May 13. We hope that you can 
participate.  
 
At the end of 2016, the Friends were successful in 
designing and installing two new signs (Figure 1) for 
the park. The first sign provides information about the 
history of the Welland Canal gardens at Port Weller. 
This sign can be found at the front of the park near the 
recently restored circle garden. The second sign 
replaces the older sign at the Amphibian Wetland that 
was vandalized. Funding for both signs was provided 
by TD Friends of the Environment Foundation. Thank 
you! 

 

Over the last few years the plastic on the two 
polyhouses in the compound have been deteriorating 
due to time and vandalism. The recent wind storms 
tore large holes in the plastic. Fortunately, during the 
first week of April the Friends hired a contractor to 
remove the damaged plastic from two of our 
polyhouses and replaced it with new plastic. The new 
plastic was purchased with funds raised from our plant 
sales. Thanks to Carl and his team for a job well done 
and to Chris Semenchuk for the referral (Figure 2).  
 
The Friends Advisory Committee was successful in 
recruiting three new members: Jeff Garritsen, 
Kathleen Vukovics and Sheila Massey. They are all 
neighbours to the park and we look forward to working 
with them going forward. We would also like to thank 
Chris Semenchuk, who resigned last year, for his 4 
years of serving on the Advisory Committee.  
 

We hope to see you in the park. 
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Figure 1: New Front Signs 

 
Figure 2: New Plastic on Polyhouses 



 

Trees and Shrubs Wildflowers and Grasses Wildflowers and Grasses 

Smooth Serviceberry 

Black Maple 

Swamp Maple 

White Birch 

Blue Beech 

Flowering Dogwood 

Kentucky Coffee Tree 

Black Gum 

Sycamore 

Chinquapin Oak 

Dwarf Chinquapin Oak 

Shumard Oak 

Peach-Leaved Willow 

Basswood 

White Pine 

Hemlock 

Trumpet Creeper 

Partridge Berry 

Virginia Creeper 

Round-Leaved Serviceberry 

New Jersey Tea 

Witch Hazel 

Dwarf Hackberry 

Bush Honeysuckle 

Wahoo/Burning Bush 

Spicebush 

Prickly gooseberry 

Common Elderberry 

Red Elderberry 

Soapberry/Buffaloberry 

Steeplebush 

Early Low Blueberry 

Bearberry  

Paw Paw 

Black Chokeberry 

Cherry Birch 

Common Juniper 

Labrador Tea 

Mt Holly 

Rugosa Rose (White) 

C. Blackberry 

Wild Raspberry 

Flowering Raspberry 

Sassafras 

American Mt Ash 

Redbud 

American beech 

Tamarack 

Tulip tree 

Sweet Flag 

White Baneberry 

Yellow Giant Hyssop 

Nodding Wild Onion 

Pearly Everlasting 

Canada Anemone 

Purple Angelica 

Field pussytoes 

Jack-in-the-pulpit 

Wild Ginger 

Swamp Milkweed 

Sullivant's Milkweed 

Common Milkweed 

Whorled Milkweed 

Canada Milkvetch 

Lady Fern 

Side-Oats Grama 

Marsh-Marigold 

Fringed Sedge 

Awl-Fruited Sedge 

Turtlehead 

Tall coreopsis 

Bulblet Bladder Fern 

Showy Tick-Trefoil 

Panicled Tick-Trefoil 

Wild Yam 

Pale Coneflower 

Canada Wild Rye 

Bottle-Brush Grass 

Running Strawberry-Vine 

Joe-Pye Weed 

Boneset 

White Snakeroot 

Woodland Strawberry 

Wild Strawberry 

Closed gentian 

Wild Geranium 

Prairie Smoke 

Fowl Manna Grass 

Long-leaved Bluets 

Woodland Sunflower 

Tall Sunflower 

Little Bluestem 

Big bluestem 

Switchgrass 

Indian Grass 

Showy Tick-trefoil 

Wild Columbine 

Sweet Ox-eye 

Pale-Leaved Sunflower 

Sweet Ox-Eye 

Round-Lobed Hepatica 

Swamp Rose-Mallow 

Great St-John's-Wort 

Southern Blue Flag 

Path Rush 

Round-Headed Bush Clover 

Cylindrical Blazing-Star 

Dense Blazing-Star 

Michigan Lily 

Cardinal Flower 

Bottledash Brush Grass 

Blue Vervain 

Arrow Leaved Violet 

Woolly Blue Violet 

Black Eyed Susan 

Switch Grass 

Butterfly Weed 

False Wild Indigo 

Purple Coneflower  

Wild Strawberry 

Wild Strawberry 

Dense Blazing Star 

Blue Lupine 

Prairie Smoke 

Wild Bergamot 

Black-eyed Susan 

Prairie Dropseed 

New England Aster 

White Trillium 

 

Native Plant Sale 
 

The Native Plant Sale is being held on Saturday, April 22 and Saturday, May 13 at the 
Malcolmson Eco-Park compound from 8:00am - 1:00pm. Below is a tentative list of native 
wildflowers, shrubs and trees that will be available for sale. The list is subject to change 
depending on availability. Generally, wildflowers will be available in 10-cm pots and trees will 
be available in 4-litre pots.  
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Niagara College Projects 

Two groups from the Ecosystem Restoration (ER) Post-Graduate Program have 
been conducting a project in the park: 1) Water Resources Evaluation and 2) 
Forest Assessment. These projects provided the students with a great learning 
experience and provided the Friends with some great information. The groups 
have provided an overview of their projects below. Thanks ER Students! 

 

 

Malcolmson Eco-Park Water Resources Project by:  Taylor, Steph, Nam and Zach 

 Malcomson Eco-Park is a diverse and intricate park focusing on the preservation of the various ecosystems within 

its boundaries. The following project focuses on two particular features of interest, the waterfowl pond and 

connecting inlet. The purpose of this project is to complete the first ever study of the topography of the pond and 

observe and record the functionality of the system. This investigation consists of the use of three methods. These 

methods include using surveying to complete a bathymetric map of the pond, using the Ontario Stream 

Assessment Protocol and Rapid Geomorphic Assessment (RGA) to study the inlet pond. It was observed that the 

waterfowl pond is not suitable fish habitat due to the lack of surrounding cover, the lack of an appropriate inlet for 

the movement of fish species and the presence of a silty bottom which is terrible breeding habitat as well. The 

inlet stream was observed to be stable from a geomorphic standpoint after the completion of the RGA, but further 

observations reveal the stream is overgrown and has an almost non-existent flow. These factors contribute to the 

idea that both the pond and the stream may not be ideal habitat for fish species but contains potential to be 

restored into an amphibian/macroinvertebrate community. Recommendations that were discussed included the 

removal of the invasive buckthorn that surrounds the pond and lines the banks of the stream. Secondly, the 

implementation of aquatic planting along the banks of the pond would be beneficial to amphibian habitat. Finally, 

the maintenance of the inlet stream by removing portions of the fallen woody debris to promote baseflow and the 

implementation of weirs to promote the formation of pool/riffle sequences. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Forest Project 

Bailey, Natasha and Anne  

Malcolmson Eco-Park is a natural park offering 

ecological benefits and recreational opportunities for 

visitors and residents of northern St. Catharines. It is 

owned by the City of St. Catharines and stewarded by 

the volunteer group Friends of Malcolmson Eco-Park 

(FOMEP). The park contains 10 hectares of Carolinian 

forest which, while well-loved, faces significant 

ecological challenges. Invasive species such as European 

buckthorn, wild grape, and Oriental bittersweet are 

displacing native biodiversity and overtaking the forest 

understory and canopy. There are also dead or dying 

trees that pose a potential hazard to visitors. The 

FOMEP have identified the need for a Forest 

Management Plan to guide forest restoration and 

management over the next several years.  

To better understand the forest ecology, we collected 

field data on tree and shrub species distribution and 

density, soil texture and drainage, natural regeneration, 

and the distribution and abundance of invasive species. 

We classified the forest into 9 “compartments” with 

relatively similar structure and composition. For each 

compartment, we developed recommendations for 

restoration, focused largely on invasive species removal 

and planting native trees and shrubs. The three main 

strategies recommended for invasive species removal 

are mechanical removal (i.e. pulling, cutting); prescribed 

grazing using goats to browse the three target species in 

confined areas; and spot-application of the herbicide 

Garlon RTU for larger trunks and vines. We developed a 

list of trees and shrubs suitable for planting at 

Malcolmson, as well as recommended planting locations 

to restore the forest understory and canopy, to enhance 

biodiversity, and to mitigate the risk of invasive species 

moving into cleared areas.  

Recommendations in the Forest Management Plan are 

ambitious and based on the on-the-ground reality of 

Malcolmson Eco-Park’s forest, as well as on research of 

best practices for forest restoration and consultation 

with local experts. Monitoring the effectiveness of the 

different strategies, and adapting activities to maximize 

their benefit, will be key to project success. The 

enthusiasm shown by FOMEP members and community 

volunteers bodes well for renewing and improving the 

ecological future of Malcolmson Park.     
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TD Friends of the Environment supports a project for 2017  

TD Friends of the Environment have awarded the Friends grants for many years. For 2017, we have received 

$1500 to renovate several gardens and replant them using pollinator friendly wildflowers and shrubs. We 

will also plant these plants in the prairie area. A BIG thank you to TD FEF for your support! 

Some of this work will be done on April 22, our Earth Day Volunteer Day. We invite volunteers of all ages to 

join us for this project, and to do your part to improve habitat for native bees, butterflies and birds in the 

park. 

If you would like to volunteer on other days, please contact us on the website or by phone, and we will 

include you. Volunteers are always welcome! 

 

Malcolmson Eco-Park in 1910 when it was Welland Ship Canal 

Gardens.  Note the glass greenhouse. 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

2017 Malcolmson Eco-Park: Advisory Committee 

 Mike Anderson: City of St. Catharines                        Contact: 905-688-5601 ext. 3140 
  
Josh Diamond: Committee Member                           Jeff Garritsen: Committee Member                       
Maggie Skov: Committee Member                             Kasia Zgurzynski: Committee Member                         
Della Trojan: WCNA Representative                          Doug Walls: Committee Member  
Claire Theijsmeijer: Outdoor Learning Area               Doug Woodard: Tall Grass Prairie Coordinator          
Sheila Massey: Committee Member          Kathleen Vukovics: Committee Member 
 

 

Asclepias tuberosa  Butterfly Weed - Perennial of the Year for 2017 

Butterfly weed is a member of the milkweed family. It has a large orange bloom made up of many small 5 

petal flowers, and a central trumpet. This native plant grows about 2 ft. tall, and blooms in late June/July. It 

is very hardy in full sunshine, with minimal water needs. In August, it sets spindle shaped seed pods that 

open to let the wind distribute seeds which are attached to white silky material. 

Butterfly weed has been chosen as Perennial of the Year for 2017 by the North American Perennial Plant 

Association for several reasons: bright bloom colour, hardiness, and as a food plant for insects and birds. 

The caterpillars of Monarch butterflies feed only on milkweeds, and these butterflies are threatened by 

habitat loss and chemical use. Many kinds of bees, wasps, butterflies and hummingbirds are attracted to 

the bright bloom and feed on the flower nectar. 

Urban development and farm and lawn chemical use have greatly reduced the growth of butterfly weed in 

Ontario and the U.S. 

But GOOD NEWS!  YOU can be part of changing this for the better, and ensuring food and habitat for 

native pollinators! Plant butterfly weed in your own gardens! 

The Friends of Malcolmson Eco-Park are selling Butterfly weed at our 2 plant sales, April 22 and 

May 13.  

 


