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The Friends of Malcolmson Eco-Park have been busy planning the 2016 Earth Day event. This year the event will
be held on Saturday April 23 from 8:00am to 1:00pm. This event continues to be an annual tradition in St.
Catharines. Activities include planting, mulching, repairing trails and cleaning up garbage. We will also be having
our Native Plant and Tree Sale to raise money for park projects. A second plant sale will be held on Saturday, May
7. We hope that you can participate.
If you have visited the park over the last year you will have noticed several new projects. The Friends purchased a
new park entrance sign for the front of the park on Lakeshore Road (Figure 1) and added new park signs installed
at the entrances along both Cumberland Road and Government Road. These are modified versions of the main
trailhead sign and it is hoped to improve information about the park. We also added a new culvert to improve
drainage in the south-east corner of the park. This area was also replanted with native species. The historic circle
garden along Lakeshore Road (Figure 2) south of the glass greenhouse has also been restored. The Friends would
like to thank TD Friends of the Environment Foundation for providing funding for this project. The Friends would
also like to acknowledge the support of the Niagara Community Foundation for funding a major repair to the northsouth trail. This project is expected to be completed this spring.
Unfortunately, this past year there has been increased vandalism in the park around the greenhouse compound.
The composting toilet building suffered significant damage as vandals tried to pry the door open. The main building
to the glass greenhouse was also broken into several times and some items were stolen and vandalized. Please
contact the City of St. Catharines or the Friends if you notice any issues at the park.
Last, we would like to thank Greg Eckhardt for serving as Chair Person for the Friends of Malcolmson Eco-Park
Advisory Committee since 2009. Under Greg’s leadership the Friends have been able to complete a wide variety of
projects and Greg was a constant fixture within the park. He is the Park’s “Energizer Bunny”. In late 2015, Greg
informed the Friends that he would be taking a leave from his role but he did remind us that he is just around the
corner.
We hope to see you in the park.

Figure 1: New Front Sign

Figure 2: Restored Circle Garden

Native Plant Sale
The Native Plant Sale is being held on Saturday, April 23th and Saturday, May 7th at the
Malcolmson Eco-Park compound from 8:00 am - 1:00 pm. Below is a tentative list of native
wildflowers, shrubs and trees that will be available for sale. The list is subject to change
depending on availability. Generally, wildflowers will be available in 10-cm pots and trees will
be available in 4-litre pots. Please contact Josh Diamond if you require further information.

Trees and Shrubs
Bush Honeysuckle
Spicebush
Fragrant Sumac
Paw Paw
Eastern Redbud
Smooth Wild Rose
Carolina Rose
Bebbs Willow
Woolly Willow
Snowberry
Wild Raisin
Swamp Maple
Black Maple
Speckled Alder
Yellow Birch
Redbud
Tulip Tree
Wild Crabapple
Pin Cherry
Peach Leaved Willow
Cherry Birch
American Bittersweet
Virgin`s Bower
Glaucous Honeysuckle
Sassafras
Chokeberry
Button Bush
Winterberry Holly
Ninebark
Narrow Leaved
Meadowsweet
White Cedar
White Pine
Kentucky Coffee Tree
Dwarf Hackberry
Shagbark Hickory
Pussy Willow
Witch Hazel
Eastern Red Cedar
Tamarack

Wildflowers and Grasses
Jack-in-the Pulpit
White Baneberry
Red Baneberry
Yellow Giant Hyssop
Wild Garlic
Nodding Wild Onion
Wild Leek
Canada Anemone
Purple Angelica
Wild Columbine
Butterfly Weed
Smooth Aster
New England Aster
Ontario Aster
Sky Blue Aster
Turtlehead
Joe Pye-Weed
Purple Joe-Pye Weed
White Snake Root
Flowering Spurge
Closed Gentian
Wild Geranium
Prairie Smoke
Long-Leaved Bluets
Pale-leaved Sunflower
Tall Sunflower
Pale Flag Iris
Round Headed Bushclover
Dwarf Blazing Star
Michigan Lily
False Solomon's Seal
Starry Solomon's Seal
Trillium
Tall Cinquefoil
Hairy Mountain Mint
Grayheaded Coneflower
Greenheaded Coneflower
Compass Plant
Prairie Dock
Stiff Goldenrod

Wildflowers and Grasses
Ironweed
Hairy Beard Tongue
Pokeweed
Culvers Root
Downy Yellow Violet
Mint
Grayheaded Coneflower
Greenheaded Coneflower
Compass Plant
Cup-Plant
Tall Cinquefoil
Bloodroot
Wild Ginger
Swamp Milkweed
Sweet Ox-Eye
Cardinal Flower
Brown-Eyed Susan
Virginia Mountain Mint
Foxglove Beard Tongue
Great Lobelia
Jack-in-the Pulpit
Boneset
Pale Coneflower
Running Strawberry Vine
Swamp Rose-Mallow
Spiked Blazing Star
Michigan Lily
Hoary Vervain
Big Blue Stem
Little Blue Stem
Indian Grass
Bottledash Brush Grass
Blue Vervain
Arrow Leaved Violet
Woolly Blue Violet
Black Eyed Susan
Switch Grass

Governor Simcoe Secondary School
Art students from Governor Simcoe Secondary School have
completed a number of posters for Malcolmson Eco-Park. These
posters are excellent pieces of work that will be used by the
Friends to promote the Park. Thanks to Mr. Grant for facilitating
this project and thank you to the students for your creative spirit.
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Niagara College Project
Have you seen strange PVC pipes sticking out of the park in various
locations? That is because students from the Ecosystem Restoration
Post-Graduate Program have been conducting a hydrologic
assessment of the Park. The students are assessing how our park
interacts with water. Over the course of the 2015-2016 school year
they have been monitoring the park’s wetlands and groundwater
levels. They will have a final report ready this spring and we look
forward to learning more about our park.
Thanks to this Niagara College Team.

GEOCACHING at Malcolmson Eco-Park
Geocaching is a real-world, outdoor
treasure hunting game using a GPSenabled device or phone. Participants
navigate to a specific set of GPS
coordinates and then attempt to find
the geocache (container) hidden at that
location by other Geocachers. There
are currently four (4) Geocaches at
Malcolmson Eco-Park as shown on the
map. Geocaching is a great way to
explore your surroundings by yourself,
or with friends and family. Simply start
an account on the Geocaching website
and begin your adventure. We would
ask that if you are Geocaching at
Malcolmson Eco-Park (or anywhere
else) that you respect the environment
and property by following the rules of
Geocaching. For more information
regarding geocaching, please refer to
Geocaching.com.

Advisory Committee
Volunteer Needed
The Friends Advisory Committee is looking
for another volunteer to participate on our
committee. The committee meets regularly
(6-8 times per year) to plan and organize
activities related to Malcolmson Eco-Park.
Most committee members have an
environmental background, an interest in
nature, or are a park neighbour. If you would
like more information please contact Josh
Diamond at jkdiamond@sympatico.ca.

Plants Sold at Big Box Stores & Nurseries Contain Neonicotinoids
By: Claire Theijsmeijer
Neonicotinoids are systemic pesticides used extensively in growing corn and soybeans, and
ornamental plants for nurseries; in turf treatment, and in leaf sprays on apples, pears, and
greenhouse crops. They can be applied as seed treatment, in soil drenches, or as a leaf spray to
control pests.
They have been used for over a decade to replace pesticides that were toxic to birds, mammals and
humans. But there is firm evidence that “neonics” are damaging to bees and some other pollinators.
The central nervous system is affected, causing paralysis and death. Neonics remain in the bees over
the season affecting the hive health, and the queen’s health, making the bees more vulnerable to
pests, diseases, and death from overwintering.
The European Union has passed partial bans on using neonics. Health Canada confirms their role in
increased bee deaths and in Colony Collapse Disorder. The Ontario government passed laws to
reduce the area of corn and soybeans cultivated with neonics by 80% by 2017.
In 2014, Friends of the Earth (FOE) Canada published a study of plants sold at Home Depot,
Walmart, Lowes and some nurseries in the U.S. and Canada, which reported that 51% of their plants
contained levels of neonics damaging to bees.
A December 2015 FOE press release stated that Home Depot announced that it has removed
neonics from 80% of its flowering plants, and will totally phase them out by 2018. No similar plans
have been announced by other stores yet.
Good News! The Malcolmson Eco-Park plant sales on April 23 and May 7 will offer wildflowers, native
shrubs and trees totally free of neonicotinoids!
Why not buy your plants at our sale, and protect bees and other pollinators!
Sources:

1. www.hc-sc.gc.ca/cps-spc/pubs/pest/_fact-fische/neonicotinoid. Nov. 25, 2014.
2. www.foecanada.org. On neonicotinoids, December 2015.
3. www.cbc.ca. Ontario moves to reduce neonics by 80%, Sept. 2014.

Red Bud (Cercis canadensis)
Cercis canadensis is a small deciduous shrub-like tree (up to 8m or 26 ft high). Its mauve-pink, peashaped flowers bloom in spring on bare branches, before the lovely heart-shaped leaves (up to 13 cm
or five inches wide) have a chance to emerge. The bark is smooth grey with reddish-streaks when the
tree is young. Over time, the flaky bark becomes a cinnamon colour. Fall leaf colour is mid-yellow,
quite bright and lively. Flat, reddish-brown pods hanging in clusters from the branches produce 10-12
shiny brown seeds per pod. There are several of these trees at Malcolmson Eco-Park so be sure to keep
an eye out for them this spring. We will also have them available at our plant sale.
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