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News
The Friends would like to wish you all a Happy New Year. The 2009 year was
busy at Malcolmson Eco-Park and we are proud of our accomplishments. We
were able to have a successful start to our native plant growing program by
propagating a significant amount of plant material for use in the park. We were
also able to conduct a prescribed burn in the Tall Grass Prairie with the assistance
of Ecosystem Restoration students from Niagara College. Earth Day was once
again a success with over 100 volunteers attending. These volunteers took part in
various activities such as garbage clean-up, dismantling bike jumps, mulching,
and planting over 1000 native plants and trees in the park. The Native Plant Sale
was also successful in raising money for park projects. One such project was the
new Malcolmson Eco-Park Trailhead sign that can be found in the main parking lot
at the entrance to the Tall Grass Prairie. This sign would not have been possible
without the support of Niagara Structural Steel, Eric Wiens Construction, O'Hara
Trucking & Excavating, Tom Bernard at the Region of Niagara and Jim
Streadwick, Claire Theijsmeijer and Cindy Bryson from the Friends Advisory
Committee.
Unfortunately, vandalism continued to be a problem at Malcolmson Eco-Park. The
Friends of Malcolmson Eco-Park and Niagara Action completed the park signage
project. As you may recall, the signs were designed by Port Weller Public School
students with the purpose of educating the public and encouraging visitors to treat
the park and its inhabitants with respect. Signs had been printed and were
installed throughout the park. Within one month of their installation almost ever
sign was removed or vandalized. This has been a great disappointment to the
Friends, Niagara Action for Animals and the Port Weller students. In terms of other
vandalism, there continues to be illegal dumping in our parking lot and a number
of dog owners who continue to walk their dogs off-leash and who do not remove
their dog’s feces. Please report any damage to the park to the City of St.
Catharines or to the Friends of Malcolmson Eco-Park.
The Friends of Malcolmson Eco-Park has been slightly reorganized. Josh
Diamond became a father in September and is taking a leave from the co-chairing
position. Greg Eckhardt will be chairing the Friends of Malcolmson Eco-Park
Advisory Committee. The Friends will be planning new activities in January.
We hope to see you in the park!!!

2009 Malcolmson Eco-Park
Advisory Committee
Mike Anderson: City of St.Catharines
Greg Eckhardt: Chair
Chris DiRaddo: Committee Member
Sandra Johnstone: Committee Member
Jim Streadwick: Committee Member
Claire Theijsmeijer: Outdoor Learning Area

Contact: 905-688-5601 ext. 3140
Josh Diamond: Committee Member
Frank Hardy: Committee Member
Maggie Skov: Committee Member
June Streadwick: Committee Member
Doug Woodard: Tall Grass Prairie Coordinator

Earth Day 2009 Report

Special Thanks to:
O’Hara Trucking & Excavating, the C.A.W., Starbucks,
EnviroFix Corporation, Niagara College, Niagara Structural
Steel, Eric Wiens Construction, Region of Niagara, the City of
St.Catharines & all the volunteers!!!
Native Plant Sale 2010
I will be putting together the Friends plant order in the next few weeks. In the past, I have accepted species
requests by dedicated buyers. Please note that all requests may not be granted because of plant availability.
Forward all requests to Josh Diamond at jkdiamond@sympatico.ca.

Obituary: Charlie Johnson
Sadly, we were informed that Charlie Johnson passed away this year. Charlie was a long
time friend and neighbour of Malcolmson Eco-Park. He assisted with many of the
Friends’ projects including the prescribed burns and Earth Day events. In the early 90s,
Charlie was instrumental in the development of the Tall Grass Prairie where he managed
to borrow a tractor to plow and level the soil in the prairie area before it was planted. He
was also a West Lincoln Conservation Club member and for several years convinced
them to provide donations to Malcolmson Eco-Park. Charlie was especially fond of the
water features within the park. The Friends of Malcolmson Eco-Park would like to thank
Charlie and his family for their support and assistance to the park. Charlie will be missed.

The New Malcolmson Eco-Park Trail Map!!!

Don’t be shy! If you would like to contribute an article or photos, please contact our Newsletter Editor Josh
Diamond at jkdiamond@sympatico.ca. And as always, the Friends of Malcolmson Eco-Park are looking for
volunteers. Please consider increasing your involvement in the park. We hope to see you at Malcolmson Eco-Park.

Prescribed Burn Report
The Friends of Malcolmson Eco-Park,
in partnership with the City of St.
Catharines and the St. Catharines Fire
Department, conducted a successful
burn in April 2009. The Tall Grass
Prairie Area of Malcolmson Eco-Park
requires burning in order for certain
rare native grasses and wild flowers to
thrive. The Friends are hoping to
conduct another burn in 2010 should
conditions be favourable.

The Niagara College Crew
Students enrolled in the Ecosystem
Restoration Post Graduate Program
at Niagara College assisted with the
burn. This was a great learning
experience for them. Thanks for
helping out! Hopefully we can do it
again.

A Successful Burn!!!
Although this picture looks devoid of life, it is
actually an indicator that the burn was successful.
All of the previous year’s vegetation has burned
away, adding nutrients to the soil, reducing
competition from non-native plants. The
blackened earth increases soil temperature
hastening the growth of native grasses and wild
flowers.
Please consider receiving your newsletter via email (in pdf Adobe Acrobat Format). It will save on paper, postage,
and your newsletter will be in colour. Also, if you would like your name removed from the mailing list, please
contact Josh Diamond at jkdiamond@sympatico.ca or 905-646-4810.

