
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Sincere Thanks to our 
Supporting Organizations – 
We couldn’t do it without 

You! 
 

•Niagara Community Foundation for a 

grant to buy native trees and shrubs 
 
•Niagara Peninsula Conservation 
Authority for a grant to buy native trees 
and shrubs, hemp mats, to support a 
spray of invasive plants , and for 

volunteers help 
 
• City of St. Catharines for a grant to 

buy native shrubs 
 
 

• Producing over 1,000 herbaceous 
perennial plants ourselves 
• A joint tree planting with the NPCA 
in the forest 
• Engaging Niagara College to do two  
studies for us 

November 2020 Issue 24 

The Pin Oak      

Contact us: 

325 Lakeshore Road, 

St. Catharines, ON, 

L2M 7Z3 

Phone: 905-688-5601 

Email: 

friendsofmalcolmsonecop

ark@gmail.com  

www.fomep.com 
Malcolmson Eco-Park 

2020 
Advisory Committee 

 
Co-conveners - Claire 

Theijsmeijer, Doug Walls 
 
City Rep - Ilyse Norton 
 
Members - Maggie Skov,  
Veronica Clarke-Hanik, 
Della Trojan, Katie 
Wood, Doug Woodard, 
Mike Higgs, Stephanie 

Hounsell, Ron Matsushita, 
Allen & Erin Press 

Malcolmson & COVID19 - 
The Good and The Bad 

 

Let’s start with the bad first - our annual 
plant sale was cancelled. We missed 
seeing our old friends and making new 
friends but we will be back next year, 
either with a physical sale or a virtual 
sale. And we did not have our prairie 
burn. 
 
The list of good things is much longer. 
 
• Developing a strategy for restoration 
of the prairie 
• Planting over 125 shrubs in a wet area 
of the prairie. 
• Demonstration plots of various ways 
to suppress weeds. 

If Marbles... 
 
 Ten years ago in Toronto I co-
founded a business called the Urbane 
Bicycle Gardeners. From time to time, 
while preparing beds for planting in 
various gardens, I would uncover a 
random marble. At first, it was a happy 
surprise and then, as I started finding 
more and more of various sizes and 

colours,  it became magical.  
 
 I wondered what stories could 
be shared if they could talk. I imagined 
children playing games with them years 
ago when they were a popular 
amusement. These children went home 
with fewer marbles in their special bag, 
unknowingly leaving them to be 

discovered decades later.  
 
 When I moved here 2 years ago 
I thought that my days of finding 
marbles would be over but in no time I 
found two large marbles (shooters) in 
my own garden. I was so pleased that 

the magic prevailed.  
 
 What a surprise it was this 
morning, while working at Malcolmson, 
that I dug up a sweet little marble right 
beside the glass greenhouse in the 
compound. What child left it behind? 
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Forest News 
 

 Fomep is no longer including 
an annual chemical spray of certain 
invasive plants, even though the 2019-
20 sprays have shown good results. 
We are focusing on keeping the 
sprayed areas free of buckthorn, 
bittersweet vine, Manitoba Maple and 
others, and on keeping the newly 
planted native shrubs and trees 

healthy.  

 In October the NPCA and 
students from Niagara College 
Ecosystem Restoration helped plant 105 
shrubs. Two Niagara College students 
shared their project to inventory 
distribution of invasive plants in the 
forest with us. This helps us define 

priority plants and locations to work on.  
 
 The next area where we will do 
manual removal of invasives and planting 
of native plants is along the yellow trail 
south of the wetland. This fall we did 
trials of removal methods: we cut 
Phragmites australis also known as 
Common Reed in the wetland and 
painted the stubs; and we cut large seed 
bearing buckthorn, painted the stubs and 
covered them with plastic. Next year will 

show how effective these methods are.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Niagara College students  cutting 

phragmites 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Niagara College students  planting shrubs  
in the forest 

Prairie News 
 

 After finding that the southeast 
prairie stays wet for much of the year, 
we planted moisture loving shrubs there 
which have blossoms and fruits for birds 

How long ago? Were they visiting from 
out of town? Did they live nearby? Are 
they still here somewhere? I will never 
know, but the magic of the discovery 

will last a long time.  
- Veronica Clarke-Hanik  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                  Old Memories  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                 New Memories 
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and pollinators.  
 
 Hemp mats have been placed at the shrub base to reduce weed growth 

around them and to retain moisture. 
 
 When they mature, they will shade out invasive plants under them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Along the main path, we created plots to test various methods of killing 
invasive plants in the prairie, such as spotted knapweed, white clover, smooth 

brome.  
 
 The methods are solarizing, smothering, mulching, mowing. The 

effectiveness of these will inform our plan for prairie restoration.  
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It’s a Plant Nursery 
 

 In the summer of 2019, we 
started 6 trays of wildflowers. Then in  
December,  one of the friends,  Katie 
Wood brought in her students for a 
seed starting exercise. In the spring, we 
saw great results from this effort.. We 
did some additional seeding and now  

have  over 1,000 plants growing. 
 
 Now we wait to see how they 

overwinter.   
 
 In the fall, we did a large seed 
harvest of the native grasses growing in 
the Park – Indian grass, switch grass and 
big bluestem. These are the dominant 
plants in a tall grass prairie and will form 

a critical role in our restoration efforts. 
 
 As the grasses are established, 
we will plant wildflowers native to 

Ontario. 
 

Exciting Field Studies at the 
Park by Niagara College 

Ecosystem Students 2020-21 
 
 Malcolmson Eco-Park is a 
perfect place for these students to do 
hands on studies of native plants, 
invasive plants, aquatic areas, 

pollinators and wildlife.  
 
 This fall, several teams have 
met with FOMEP members and are 
completing projects on the prairie, the 

forest and the pond.  
 
 We look forward to receiving 
copies of their work to guide our 
future plans. Their knowledge and 
energy are impressive! It  is 
encouraging to see this many young 
people committed to protecting and 

enhancing natural ecosystems. 

The park is a great place to walk dogs 
on leash. Not all people and/or dogs 
appreciate a dog running up to them, 
even if they are friendly. The park is 
for everyone to enjoy and it is hard to 
enjoy if you are nervous about off 
leash dogs. Just a reminder that 
Malcolmson is not an off leash park. 
To add to that, please stoop and 
scoop if your dog poops. Please bring 
bags with you and once you have 
picked it up, deposit the waste in the 
garbage bins in the parking lot or at 
the far entrances on Cumberland. 
Thank you for being considerate to all 

park users. 
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